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ITEM ENROLMENT – COMPULSORY EDUCATION 

POLICY Part IV of the Education Act deals with compulsory attendance 
at schools. 

Section 21 of the Act requires that a parent of a child of 
compulsory school age, i.e. a child who has attained the age of 
six years but who has not yet attained the age of fifteen years 
shall either  

a) enrol the child in a government school, or 

b) enrol the child in a registered non-government school, or 

c) provide efficient and suitable education for the child. 

The approval of the Chief Executive is required in the case of c) 
above, and the Chief Executive shall decide whether or not the 
education is efficient and suitable (see s.21(1)(b) and (2) of the 
Act). 

The above requirements do not apply to children with special 
learning needs (see s.21(3) of the Act). Part V of the Act 
establishes guidelines for the provision of special education 
services to students who may be defined as disabled. 

Right of school to refuse to enrol a student 

The Education Act makes provision for the availability of 
education to all people in the Northern Territory. 

A central concept in the Act is that education is a parent's 
responsibility (see s.22 of the Act). 

Principals should be aware that they must accept enrolments of 
all children of compulsory school age who wish to become 
students at their school unless the Secretary has directed 
otherwise (see s.26 of the Act). 

The refusal by a Principal to enrol a student in a school may 
breach the following discrimination legislation  

• Anti-Discrimination Act (NT) 
• Disability Discrimination Act (CTH) 
• Racial Discrimination Act (CTH) 
• Sex Discrimination Act (CTH) 
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Feeder zones  

Parents may enrol children at schools of their choice providing 
that the enrolment of a child from outside the designated feeder 
area of a particular school does not take the total enrolment of 
that school to a point where local students could not be enrolled. 

General Manager Schools, Principals and school councils 
should keep student enrolments and attendance under constant 
review for staffing and funding purposes as well as ensuring that 
the school does not exceed its official enrolment capacity. 
Where a school is nearing, or has reached, its enrolment 
capacity demographic trends must be combined with local 
knowledge to determine a new enrolment policy. 

Each school's enrolment policy must give priority to students 
from the designated feeder area. All local enrolments must be 
accepted and enrolment of students from outside the designated 
feeder area should be phased out with the exception of children 
who have siblings already enrolled in the school. 

If Principals, in carrying out their responsibility for the 
implementation of departmental policies concerning the 
enrolment of children, encounter any difficulty the matter should 
be referred to the Chief Executive through normal channels. 
Principals can be confident of departmental support in carrying 
out their management role within the requirements of the 
appropriate legislation, also refer to SM–01.5.1. 

Contact Officer  Director  
Legal Services Unit 

Telephone  8999 5850 
 


